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UM GEOLOGIST WINS PRESTIGIOUS TEACHING AWARD 
MISSOULA—
June 4, 1997
Working with students in diverse locations from Montana to West Texas, Death Valley, and 
as far away as Mongolia, has earned Marc Hendrix, an assistant professor of geology at The 
University of Montana, an award that recognizes his outstanding dedication to the field of teaching.
Hendrix recently received The Winston and Helen Cox Teaching Award that provided him 
with $3,900, $500 of which will go toward new acquisitions, of his choosing, to the Mansfield 
Library.
Hendrix, who earned a doctorate from Stanford University, came to UM in 1994.
He developed all his courses from scratch, leading a revision in sedimentology and stratigraphy 
curriculum from freshman through graduate level. But perhaps his greatest contribution to 
teaching is his exceptional accessibility to his students and his concentrated focus on field work, 
according to Department of Geology Chair Steven Sheriff, who nominated Hendrix for the award. 
During the fall of 1994, Hendrix volunteered five Saturdays in the field to work with freshman 
students. He also spent time doing field investigations with his new graduate students.
Hendrix routinely dedicates his spring breaks to teaching. This year he took about 20 
students to Southern California, where they obtained first-hand experience examining rock outcrops 
and honing their observational skills.
Hendrix involves students in his research, encouraging a collaborative approach that
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includes high school students as well as those in graduate school. One high school student who 
directly benefitted from Hendrix’s tutelage was Jennifer Halverson of Big Sky High School. She 
won a gold medal at the Missoula Science Fair for her project on Yellowstone fossil trees. Derek 
Sjostrom, Hendrix’s first graduate student, won the best student paper award at the 1996 national 
meeting of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists.
In nominating Hendrix, Sheriff described him as “an outstanding teacher who structures his 
life around teaching.”
“I believe Marc Hendrix’s teaching and accessibility to students is extraordinary,” wrote 
Sheriff. “The quality of his interaction with and mentoring of students from undergraduate 
advising to direction of their research is the best in my experience.”
The Winston and Helen Cox Teaching Award was established to encourage and reward 
tenure-line professors who have been on the faculty six years or less. The award places no 
restrictions on how the money is spent with the exception of the $500 contribution to the Mansfield 
Library for research materials.
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